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MOBILE FOOD SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT 

Existing Permit Holder Guidance   
 

Guidance for Mobile Food Service Establishments that have permits in counties outside 
the county of origin on or before, Jan 1, 2023 
 
According to the new law, once a mobile food service establishment is permitted by the 
county of origin, that permit shall be recognized by all outside counties in the state of 
Georgia.  Therefore, if you have permits in other counties outside your county of origin 
(commissary/base of operation is located), then prior to Dec 31, 2022, you should 
receive notice from the local board of health that issued these permits, that these 
permits will be closed, effective by a specific date.  The closure of the permits is 
because under the new law a permit is no longer required by counties outside the 
county of origin.  This also means fees associated with those permits will not renew.  
However, to continue to operate within the county and be in compliance with the new 
law, the permit holder must be authorized by the local department of health to operate in 
the county.  The permit holder must apply for authorization through the new 
Mobile Authorization process.  Through the new process, the local health department 
will verify that the mobile food service establishment’s permits received in the county of 
origin are maintain in good standing and that the mobile food service establishment has 
been operating with no public health or safety concerns.  If the mobile food service 
establishment has been operating in good standing and no public health or safety 
concerns, the local county board of health will issue the mobile food service 
establishment authorization to operate within the county’s jurisdiction and operations 
can resume within that county.   
 
The Mobile Authorization Process:  
 
Mobile Food Service Establishment Permit Holder/Operator shall submit with 
application*: 
 

1. List of Counties you INTEND to operate within the state 
2. List of food vending locations you intend to set up and vend food (dates/times) 

a. This list can be electronic, such as a web listing (provide website) 
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b. If you prefer to give us GPS coordinates through GPS tracker (provide this 
info) 

c. If you prefer to provide this written on a route sheet (provide sheet) 
3. Copy of menu that will be in use (this should be the same menu submitted to 

county of origin) 
4. Toilet Agreements 
5. Property Agreements 

 
*Note the application and the Supplemental Documentation required for the 
authorization process may be submitted to the health department via email, please 
contact your local health department for information on how to submit this information.  
Local Environmental Health contacts can be obtained from this link: 
https://dph.georgia.gov/document/document/environmental-health-county-phone-
numbers/download  
 
Health Department shall verify the following upon receiving application: 
 

1. Base of operation permit in county of origin 
2. Mobile Food Service Unit(s) Permits in county of origin 
3. Last current inspections Base/Units  
4. Annual Inspection Fees are current 
5. Current approved Menu 
6. Pictures of mobile food service unit (inside & out) 
7. Equipment layouts 
8. Original Notarized Verification of Residency is uploaded from county of origin 
9. Permits are in Good Standing 
10. Where Permitted/Authorized there are no Public Health or Safety Concerns 
11. Returns to Base of Operation as required 

 
Permits in Good Standing/No Public Health or Safety Concerns 
 
If permits are in good stand standing and no public health or safety concerns, the local 
county board of health shall authorize the mobile food service establishment to operate 
in the county’s jurisdiction.   Once authorized, the county shall have jurisdiction over the 
mobile food service establishment.  This means the county can perform unannounced 
and periodic inspections to ensure compliance with Georgia Food Service Rules and 
Regulations.  Mobile Food Service Establishments will not be inspected no more than 
necessary to ensure the public’s health and safety.  If an inspection is performed on 
your mobile food service establishment, according to the new law, an inspection fee is 
due by the next business day.  Failure to pay this inspection fee by the next business 
day will result in termination of your authorization.   
 
 
 
 

https://dph.georgia.gov/document/document/environmental-health-county-phone-numbers/download
https://dph.georgia.gov/document/document/environmental-health-county-phone-numbers/download
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Permits are not in Good Standing and Public Health/Safety Concerns (Refuse to 
Authorize) 
 
If permits are not in good standing and/or public health and safety concerns were 
identified during the authorization process, the local county board health, according to 
law, shall refuse to recognize the permit from your county of origin and shall not issue 
an authorization.  A mobile food service establishment may seek a “Reconsideration of 
Authorization” by submitting a written request to the local county board of health that 
issued the notice of refusal.  The local county board of health will reconsider the basis of 
refusal should the mobile food service establishment provide proof of compliance.  
Once the local board of health reevaluates your case and the proof of compliance is 
satisfactory, an authorization shall be reconsidered and issued by the local health 
authority.   
 
Temporary Events 
 
A mobile food service establishment that wishes to operate at a Temporary food service 
event such as a fair or festival, a temporary food service permit will be required should a 
mobile food service unit remain at the event and not return to its base of operation 
(commissary).  However, if a mobile food service unit returns to its base of operation 
each day of the event, and the event is added as one of its food vending locations for 
the county in which it operates, then the mobile food service unit does not require a 
temporary food service permit and can operate under its existing authorization received 
by local county board health if it is operating outside the county of origin or if operating 
within its county of origin, it would operate under its existing permit received by the 
county of origin.   
 
While operating at a temporary food event such as a fair or festival, mobile food service 
establishments are subject to inspections by the local health department throughout the 
duration of the event.  Inspection frequency at temporaries is subject to the discretion of 
the health authority.  Therefore, the frequency of inspections that a mobile food service 
unit receives while operating during a temporary event may be more compared to the 
“traditional” mobile food service establishment that operates outside of temporary 
events.   

 
Georgia Non-Profit Law  
 
If an event is sponsored by a non-profit such as a county or municipality, then the event 
is considered to fall under Article 14 and the requirement of permits are subject to the 
authority of that city or county and not the local health department. Under Article 14, the 
county or municipality has the sole authority to issue permits to nonprofit temporary food 
service establishments. If the county or municipality requests the local health 
department to conduct food safety inspections on its behalf, the health department will 
perform those food safety inspections at the request of the city or county.  
 


